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TO  THE  MAYOR  AND  TOWN  COUNCIL 

— OF  THE  — 

BOROUGH  OF  DAVENTRY. 


(tENTLEMEN, 

I have  the  honour  of  presenting  my  Report 
for  the  year  1899,  as  follows  : — 

VITAL  STATISTICvS. 

Area  of  Sanitary  District  in  Acres  3,427 

ropnlation  (Census  1891)  3,939 

Density  of  Popnlation  per  Acre  1T4 

The  District  for  the  purpose  of  these  statistics  is 
divided  into — 

1st,  Daventrv. 

2nd,  Worklionse. 

BIRTHS. 

Daventry  ...  82 

W oi’kla^nse  ...  6 

Total  ...  88  (41  Males,  47  Females). 

BIRTH  RATE  per  1,000  of  the  po2)ulation  22'34,  as 

compared  vith  25 T 3 for  1898. 

Daveiifjy  ...  40 

WurklioLise  ...  14 

Total  ...  54 


DEATHS. 
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Of  the  14  deaths  at  the  Workhouse  5 of  the  deceased 
Avere  admitted  from  the  Daventry  Urban  District  and  i 
of  the  40  deaths  recorded  for  Daventry  Avas  that  of  an 
occupant  of  a caravan  passing"  throug'h  the  Toavii  Avho 
Avas  111  extremis  Avhen  she  reached  it.  The  death  rate 
for  Daventry  is  therefore  calculated  on  44  [i.e.  40  plus  5 
minus  i). 

DEATH  RATE  1T17  per  1,000  of  the  population,  as 
compared  with  15’99  for  each  of  the  two  previous  years. 


ANALYSIS  OF  THE  CAUSES  OF  DEATHS, 

including  Workhouse. 


Name  of  Disease. 
^Zymotic  Diseases 
Tubercular  Diseases 
lies])iratory  Diseases 
Old  age 
Heart  Disease 
luhuenza 
Apoplexy 
Accident 
Cancer 

All  other  causes 
^Zymotic  Diseases  whicli  have  been 


Number  of 
Deaths. 

4 
9 
() 

5 

5 

1 

6 


:i 


ami  the  number  of  deaths  resulting-  tlierefrom. 


8 

12 


Rate  per  1,000  of 
the  Population. 

= 1-01 

= 2-33 

= 1-52 

= 1 -26 

= 1-26 

= -25 

= 1-52 

= -76 

= -76 

= 3-04 


notified  to  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health 


Name  of  Disease. 
Scailet  Tevei' 
Erysipelas 
Diarrha'a 


Nundjer  of  Number  of 
Cases  Notihed.  Deaths. 

17  ...  1 

2 ...  1 

. . . not  notihed  ...  2 


Total  4 


Rate  per  1,000  of 
tlie  population. 


Humber  of  deaths  under  1 

year  of  age 

7 

— 

1-75 

from  1- 

- •">  „ 

1 

— 

•25 

^ 3 

„ u 

— 15  , , 

2 

— 

•50 

•>  •) 

3 3 

„ 15 

-25  „ 

2 

== 

•50 

3 3 

„ 

-65 

15 

= 

3-80 

3 3 

over  65 

5? 

27 

= 

6-85 

This  includes  the  Workhouse  where  the  average  age 
at  death  was  65 ‘48. 

The  average  age  at  death  of  the  44  Daventry  de^iths 
was  49*86. 


The  following  will  show  the  number  of  deaths  which 
occurred  during  each  month  of  the  year  : — 


Jiuiiiarv 

t/ 

...  6 

February 

..  1 

March 

0 

April  ... 

...  7 

May 

..  2 

.June 

5 

July  ... 

...  2 

August 

K 

0 

September  .. 

3 

October 

...  4 

November 

..  7 

December  ... 

7 

I now  proceed  to  make  a few  remarks  upon  some  of 
the  diseases  which  have  occasioned  deaths  or  been 
prevalent  during  the  year. 

ZYMOTIC  SICKNESS. 

The  death  rate  from  Zymotic  Diseases  has  declined 
from  3*04  in  1898  to  i*oi. 

During  the  year  1 7 cases  of  Scarlet  Fever  were  notified 
as  compared  with  28  for  the  preceding*  year)  but  only 
one  ended  fatally. 

One  death  resulted  from  erysipelas  of  the  two  cases 
reported. 

Diarrhoea  also  occasioned  two  deaths,  but  was  not 
prevalent  to  any  marked  extent. 

During  the  year  there  was  an  entire  absence  of 
Measles  and  Whooping  Cough  which  were  so  exten- 
sively prevalent  during  1898,  and  there  were  no  cases  of 
Typhoid  or  Puerperal  Fevers,  nor  of  Diptheria. 

A few  cases  of  Mumps  came  under  my  notice  in  June 
and  for  the  remainder  of  the  year  there  were  alw^lys 
some,  but  no  deaths  resulted  therefrom. 

In  June,  July  and  August  there  were  also  a few  cases 
of  Chicken  Pox  without  a fatality. 
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TUBERCULAR  DISEASES  (Cousmuption). 

The  deaths  have  risen  from  4 in  1898  to  9. 

I he  public  attention  which  has  of  late  been  given  to 
tuberculosis  indicates  the  importance  of  the  subject. 

It  is  well,  perhaps,  again  to  remind  you  that  tuber- 
culosis is  communicable  from  man  to  man  chiefly 
through  the  careless  disposal  of  the  spiitiui  fspittlej 
which  should  in  every  case  be  destroyed  before  it 
becomes  dry  ; and  from  animal  to  man  through  milk 
and  tuberculous  meat  if  it  be  imperfectly  cooked.  The 
remedy  in  the  case  of  milk  is  to  boil  it.  Amongst  the 
best  known  remedies  are  sunlight,  fresh  air  and 
domestic  cleanliness. 

INFLUENZA. 

Though  only  one  death  is  returned  as  attributable  to 
this  disease  I have  a record  th^lt  it  was  prevalent  in 
February,  March,  April  and  December,  and  that  during 
the  other  months  of  the  year  a few  cases  Avere  ahvays  to 
be  found. 

Compared  with  the  number  of  persons  affected  this 
disease  causes  low  mortality,  but  very  often  it  lays  the 
foundation  of  de^iths  from  other  diseases  later  on,  co\^ 
respirator}^  heart,  kidney  and  brain  diseases ; or  of 
impaired  health  for  very  long  periods.  It  certainly  is 
one  of  the  most  formidable  diseases  of  the  present  d^ly, 
and  the  only  safe  remedy  is  to  take  to  bed  early  and 
keep  warm  for  a gre^iter  or  shorter  length  of  time 
according  to  the  severity  of  the  attack.  But  a great 
deal  m^ly  be  done  to  prevent  the  spread  of  the  disease 
by  isolating  the  cases  as  much  and  as  soon  as  i^ossible, 
and  by  the  careful  destruction  of  all  expector^ltions  as  in 
the  case  of  tuberculosis. 

Tery  much  to  be  condemned  is  the  use  of  one  hand- 
kerchief by  more  than  one  person  ; neither  should  a 
handkerchief  in  case  of  a cold  or  cough  be  allowed  to 
become  dry,  but  should  be  put  in  water  as  soon  as  done 
with.  Likewise  it  is  a great  mistake  for  any  person  to 
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use  a feeding  or  drinking  vessel— which  has  been  used 
by  an  infected  person — without  well  washing  it. 

RESPIRATORY  DISEASES. 

The  deaths  from  these  have  declined  from  13  in  i8g8 
to  6 

CANCER. 

Only  two  deaths  were  occasioned  to  inhabitants  of 
Daventry  by  this  disease,  and  the  poor  woman  who  died 
in  the  caravan  (previously  mentioned:  also  succumbed 
to  it. 

No  other  disease  calls  for  special  mention. 


And  now,  Gentlemen,  it  is  with  the  greatest  pleasure 
that  1 congratulate  you  upon  the  improved  health  of 
your  District  as  indicated  by  the  death  rate  which  has 
come  down  to  iiuy  per  1,000  of  the  population  das 
compared  with  15*99  for  each  of  the  two  preceding 
years),  and  by  the  remarkable  diminution  of  epidemic 
and  other  diseases.  It  h^ls  been  by  far  the  best  year 
since  I came  into  office. 

In  order  to  secure  a continmince  of  this  improved 
condition  it  will  be  well  to  bear  in  mind  the  old  motto 
“ Prevention  is  better  than  cure,”  and  to  spare  no 
reasonable  pains  to  secure  this  end. 

I would  therefore  commend  to  your  notice  the  excel- 
lent Report  of  the  County  JMedical  Officer  of  Health 
“ on  the  measures  which  shoidd  be  taken  to  prevent  the 
spread  of  infectious  diseases,'’  a copy  of  which  has  been 
sent  to  you.  I would  strongly  advise  you  to  consider 
well  his  rem^irks  on  Isolation  Hospitals. 

There  is  also  but  little  doubt  that  the  “ Education  of 
the  community  as  to  mode  of  life  and  care  of 
surroundings " is  a most  important  matter  and  you 
could  not  do  better  than  adopt  his  advice  contained  in 
the  above  mentioned  report. 
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VACCINATION. 

The  new  Act  has  on  the  whole  been  worked  with 
success.  Roughly  speaking  about  one-third  of  the 
un vaccinated  persons  obtained  “ exemptions,”  whilst 
with  few  exceptions  the  remaining  two-thirds  have  been 
successfully  vaccinated.^ 

DRAINAGE. 

I am  glad  to  notice  that  you  have  commenced  the 
proper  drainage  of  Drayton,  so  that  when  this  is  finished 
you  will  have  satisfactorily  completed  the  drainage  of 
the  Avhole  of  your  District. 

WATER  SUPPLY. 

I recommend  you  to  continue  your  search  for  an 
adequate  supply  of  water. 

NUISANCES.  Lodging  and  Slaughter-houses. 

I have  to  report  that  all  nuisances  have  received  the 
necessary  attention  whenever  they  have  been  brought 
to  light ; the  lodging  and  slaughter-houses  have  been 
regularly  inspected  and  the  occupiers  required  to  keep 
them  in  proper  sanitary  condition. 

In  conclusion,  the  County  Medical  Officer  of  Health 
in  his  Annual  Report  for  1898  strongly  recommends 
that  the  Annual  Reports  of  the  District  Medical  Officers 
of  Health  be  printed.  I venture  to  hope  you  will  be 
good  enough  to  adopt  his  recommendation.  He  ac- 
knowledges the  receipt  last  year  of  printed  copies  from 
16  out  of  the  30  Districts. 

Gentlemen,  I have  the  honour  to  be. 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

CHAS.  E.  OLDACRES, 

^th  Fcbriiary^  1900. 

Daventry, 


